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School psychology students begin internship training 
July 10, 2017 
 
Ed.S. School Psychology Candidates 
For the 2017-2018 academic year, 13 students from the school psychology program will begin their 
internship training in late summer.  
“School psychology internship training is a year-long experience in which students work in the K-12 
public school settings under the supervision of a certified school psychologist employed in the school 
system,” explained Terry Diamanduros, Ph.D., professor of school psychology. “Interns deliver a variety 
of school psychological services and must acquire a minimum of 1,200 hours during their internship 
training.”   
While most of the upcoming interns have accepted positions in Georgia, two students will be completing 
internship requirements in North Carolina and New Jersey.  
Students who will begin internship training include: Caitlin Barkley, Katherine Bruce, Morgan Truett 
Craft, Megan Economos, Jessica Flowers, Dan Haskett, Ikeria Hicks, Charlee Hogan, Julianna Hudson, 
Jesse Raymond, Kayla Simonds, Cassidy Stine and Brittney Summerville. 
The school psychology program at Georgia Southern University is approved by the National Association 
of School Psychologists. Upon graduating from the program and passing the School Psychology Praxis 
Exam, students in the program will be eligible to receive the National Certification in School Psychology 
(NCSP) credential. 
For more information about the specialist degree in school psychology, 
visit https://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/espy/eds/ 
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COE welcomes first cohort of M.A.T. early childhood 
education students 
July 10, 2017 
 
First cohort of the new M.A.T. early childhood education degree program. 
  
On June 9-11, the newly created Masters of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) in early childhood (P-5) education 
welcomed its first cohort of students during a weekend retreat. 
Hosted on Georgia Southern University’s campus, the retreat allowed students and faculty an 
opportunity to meet each other and work face-to-face before beginning the completely online 
coursework.  
“This is something we decided to do for this M.A.T. program because it would allow students who will 
be communicating at a distance over the next two years to bond with us and each other,” said Associate 
Professor Katie Brkich, Ph.D. “The retreat also allowed us to begin introducing the students to some of 
the major ideas behind culturally relevant pedagogy that are very personal and not easily done online 
until one becomes comfortable with the people with whom one is working digitally.” 
Program Director and Associate Professor Julie Garlen, Ed.D. along with Brkich and  Assistant Professor 
Chelda Smith, Ph.D. spent the weekend bonding and learning with their new students.  
Coursework for the new M.A.T. in early childhood education degree program began this summer and 
has a specific focus on culturally relevant pedagogy. This cohort of students from across the state will 
complete a two-year, fully-online program and will graduate with a master’s degree and teaching 
certificate, as well as a wealth of knowledge on how to be agents of change and social justice advocates 
in their classrooms and schools.  
Students included in the first cohort include: Judith Blount, Heather Bonner, Morgan Brown, Shenequa 
Brown, Kirstin Cook, Katherine Daniel, Sarah Gray, Jordan Griffin, Arnold Haynes, Melissa Kennedy, Katie 
Linder, Ashlyn Newman, Rebecca Swain and Alysha White. 
  
*Due to the current consolidation of Georgia Southern University and Armstrong State University, this 
program will be revised for future students. For more information about the consolidation 
visit http://consolidation.georgiasouthern.edu 
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School psychology alumnus named president of state 
organization 
July 10, 2017 
 
Brannon Parks, Ed.S. 
On July 1, College of Education alumnus Brannon Parks (‘05,’07) began serving as president of the 
Georgia Association of School Psychologists (GASP).  
A graduate of the master’s and specialist school psychology degree programs at Georgia Southern 
University, Parks is employed as a school psychologist at Chattahoochee-Flint RESA.  
While in graduate school, Parks was the University’s student representative on the GASP executive 
board and has had an active role on the board since his graduation, serving in multiple capacities 
including secretary, region 8 representative, Professional Association of Georgia Educators (PAGE) 
liaison, chair of the GASP scholarship committee and legislation chairperson. 
The mission of the GASP is to provide school psychologists in Georgia with the highest level of support 
and professional training so that they can remain effective in a dynamic educational environment. The 
association is the only state professional organization representing the field and profession of school 
psychology. 
In his current role as GASP president, Parks will work closely with Susan Bryant, GASP past-president, 
and Courtney Holley, GASP president-elect, who are fellow graduates of Georgia Southern’s school 
psychology program. Parks will serve a one-year term. 
Parks and his wife, Ashlee, live in Americus, GA with their son, Eli, who is five-years old.  
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Recent alumna named Paraprofessional of the Year by 
Georgia CEC 
July 10, 2017 
 
Meghan Rosser 
Meghan Rosser (‘17) was near the completion of an undergraduate degree in psychology when she 
realized her calling. While working as a preschool teacher and completing her bachelor’s degree, Rosser 
discovered that she wanted to work in the special education field. 
“I loved being with all of my students, but I felt especially drawn to my students with exceptionalities,” 
said Rosser. “There was one little boy with autism that stole my heart in particular. It was that period in 
my life that I realized my passion for special education.” 
Rosser began the online Master of Arts in Teaching in special education degree program through 
Georgia Southern University. While completing her master’s, Rosser accepted a position with Gwinnett 
County Public Schools to assist in a kindergarten through second grade classroom that was designed for 
students with mild autism. 
“This position enabled me to complete my degree requirements while giving me the invaluable hands-
on experience working with children with exceptionalities and offering the opportunity to become 
familiar with all the procedural work required in special education,” said Rosser. 
In this position, Rosser says she met the “most talented teacher,” Samantha Sardone. 
Sardone, a special education teacher at Alcova Elementary School, served as Rosser’s clinical supervisor 
for the student teaching requirement of her master’s degree. Sardone was very praiseworthy of Rosser, 
calling her the “by far the best colleague I have ever worked with.” 
“Mrs. Rosser made coming to work every day a joy because of the teamwork we established in our 
classroom,” Sardone added. 
Rosser’s professor and advisor Neri Romero, Ph.D. nominated Rosser for the Paraprofessional of the 
Year award given annually by the Georgia Council for Exceptional Children (CEC). 
On June 9, Rosser was named the recipient of the award and presented with a plaque at the annual 
IDEAS Conference held on St. Simons Island, Georgia. This award recognizes a paraprofessional who 
provides direct services to students with exceptionalities and is an outstanding member of the 
profession with work that reflects significant educational success for students, continued professional 
development and the highest standards of educational quality. 
“There is nothing ‘normal’ or ‘average’ about Mrs. Rosser’s performance as a student at Georgia 
Southern over the last two years,” said Romero. “I have 15 years of instruction in the classroom, mostly 
working with individuals with autism, and her lesson planning and teaching consistently blew me away.” 
Rosser says she was “very surprised” about the award and also very humbled to be nominated. 
“This award is truly an honor,” she said. “Although I do not work with children with disabilities for the 
accolades, it is nice to have my efforts acknowledged by my peers. This award is a great extension of the 
honor and privilege I feel every day when I go to work with my students.” 
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is the largest international professional organization dedicated to 
improving the educational success of individuals with disabilities and/or gifts and talents. CEC advocates 
for appropriate governmental policies, sets professional standards, provides professional development, 
advocates for individuals with exceptionalities and helps professionals obtain conditions and resources 
necessary for effective professional practice. 
“The CEC is a distinguished organization that is enabling success for students with disabilities by 
advocating for these children and helping educators understand how best to assist children with diverse 
needs,” said Rosser. 
Rosser completed her master’s in spring 2017 and has accepted a position at North Gwinnett Middle 
School. 
“I am looking forward to working with a new group of students and being a part of the amazing team at 
this new school,” she said. 
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COE’s Student Success Center sees growth in SOAR 
numbers 
July 10, 2017 
 
Pictured above is the SOAR session hosted June 23 for transfer students. 
  
The College of Education (COE) recently hosted 52 transfer students during Georgia Southern 
University’s transfer student orientation. 
The largest group of transfer students that the College has seen since 2010, COE’s Student Success 
Center Director, Chris Thompson, says that recruiting the transfer population takes steady years of work. 
“The groundwork was laid a few years ago for recruiting and working with transfer students, and we 
have continued to build on that foundation,” Thompson said. “It is really starting to show some payoff, 
as our transfer numbers grew over 50% from 2016 to 2017.” 
Orientation sessions, called SOAR (Southern’s Orientation, Advisement and Registration), are the next 
step for students who have been accepted and plan to attend Georgia Southern. While at orientation, 
students are provided with a wealth of information about the University–from meal plans to student 
organization–as well as details about their chosen majors and courses they will need to enroll in for their 
first semester. Each year, Georgia Southern hosts 13 SOAR sessions, including two specific sessions for 
transfer students. 
So far, the College of Education advisors have hosted 156 students at orientation sessions this year. 
“The advisors have worked very hard this summer to provide good quality SOAR sessions for the 
students,” Thompson said. “Hats off to Alexis Cunliffe, Brooke Slone, Earnestine Burns, Kristin Mock and 
Lisa Leach for all of their hard work.” 
With six SOAR sessions remaining for the year, Thompson said the numbers for incoming students in 
2017 is anticipated to exceed 200.  
Students pursuing undergraduate degrees in the College of Education can pursue five bachelor’s of 
science in education degree options including: early childhood education; health and physical education; 
middle grades education; secondary education and special education. Secondary Education returned as 
an option for undergraduate students starting this fall, and will offer concentrations in mathematics, 
biology, chemistry and physics.  
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